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The UN High-Level Panel on Access to Medicines was tasked with finding 
solutions to address policy incoherencies in the context of health 

technologies 



Pharma Contributions To Members of the US Congress
2018 election cycle (as of June 30 2018)

U.S Senate
Total Contributed: $3.7M
Average: $43,000
Senators Who Received Funds: 86

Biggest Contributor: Pfizer Inc. ($357,000)

U.S House
Total Contributed: $8.2M
Average: $26,600
Representatives Who Received Funds: 308
Biggest Contributor: Pfizer Inc. ($666,400)

Source: Kaiser Health News analysis of Federal Election Commission data



Source: Kaiser Health News

2015 Spending By 14 Drug makers on Patient Advocacy Vs. Lobbying

Donations to patient advocacy group

Lobbying expenditures



“There is a growing collective sense in this room that leads to 
confidence in that some things are unacceptable…We should 
dare to address the difficult and unacceptable truths” 

Quote from 

Lancet/Oslo 

Commissioner



At 26, Alec was no longer covered under his mother’s health insurance policy
Cost: A vial of the same insulin that was once sold for around $25 (and cost 
$1 to make) can now cost patients like Alec nearly $300, and many people 
needed multiple vials per month. Alec, despite having a full time job, 
struggled to cover a health insurance plan and fatally rationed his insulin

Alec, Diabetes, USA



Tobeka Daki, Breast Cancer, South Africa

“I strongly believe that if I can 
get this treatment I can live 
longer, see my two sons 
growing... I think governments 
should provide Herceptin 
[trastuzumab] to every woman 
living with HER2-positive 
breast cancer so that we, 
including myself, can live a 
longer life and not a scary life 
like the life I’m living now.”
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